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I’m delighted to share the 
inaugural ISA Community 
Newsletter with you. Every few 
months we will highlight notable 
news updates from within our 
organization and partner schools. 

The “School Spotlight” will call 
attention to stories of student 
achievement and success, 
as well as innovative projects 

that are preparing students for college, career and 
beyond!

As you read on, you will learn how ISA continues 
to provide the organizational and professional 
development support that schools, principals, and 
teachers need to succeed, giving students the 
opportunity to learn, grow, and achieve their fullest 
potential! 

Warm Regards,

Dr. Gerry House 
President, ISA 

Robert P. Moses to Keynote ISA Summer 
Institute
Dr. Robert P. Moses is an influential civil rights 
leader, a veteran teacher and founder of the Algebra 
Project.  As a MacArthur Foundation Fellow, Dr. 
Moses used his fellowship to develop the concept for 
the Algebra Project.  Its premise is that “mathematics 
literacy in today’s information age is as important to 
educational access and citizenship for inner city and 
rural poor middle and high school students as the 
right to vote was to political access and citizenship 
for sharecroppers and day laborers in Mississippi in 
the 1960s.” 

Learn more and read Robert’s full bio... 

Thoughts on Academic Language
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS), now 
adopted in 45 states and the District of Columbia, 
have placed increasing demands on schools to 
increase the literacy skills of students in all subjects. 
From writing arguments that include analyzed 
evidence from text sources, to using academic 
language to discuss complex texts in conversation 
with their teachers and fellow students, the shift 
towards these skills has implications across the 
curriculum. 

Teaching language arts, once thought of as the 
job of English teachers, is now an essential task of 
ALL content teachers in order to build the academic 
language skills necessary for college and career 
readiness. In particular, academic language skills 
and vocabulary differ from the everyday spoken 
English, and have been shown to be associated with 
low academic performance in a variety of educational 
settings. 

Read the rest of the article...
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