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The ISA Model  
ISA’s evidence-based model is framed by seven research-based principles that lead to improved 

student achievement and significantly increased high school graduation and college-going rates. 

 

  

College Prep Teaching and Learning  
College-preparatory instructional program provides all students with a rigorous, inquiry-based 
curriculum and instruction aligned with your state standards and teacher effectiveness framework.  

Extended day/extended year provide additional opportunities for student enrichment, remediation 
and external learning experiences.  

Continuous professional development ensures a collaborative learning community in which teachers 
and school leaders participate in individual and team job-embedded coaching, workshops and 
institutes.  

Building Relationships and Personalization  
Distributed counseling leverages trusting adult/student relationships to increase student and school 
achievement and accountability and provide a safety net of care and support.  

Dedicated team of teachers and counselors provides a consistent, four-year support network.  

Parent involvement is structured so that the school is in partnership with families to support 
postsecondary education and achieve student success.  

Continuous Improvement  
Continuous organizational improvement focuses on the use of multiple sources of data to monitor 
program implementation and student progress and performance outcomes. 
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Welcome 
 

Dear Colleagues, 

Welcome to the ISA 2018 Summer Institute, which brings together school 
leaders, teachers, coaches and counselors from New York City, Jersey City, 
Newark and some special guests from other ISA districts to continue their 
collaboration with ISA and make new connections with each other. The 
Summer Institute theme, “What Does Equity Look Like in Practice?” will be the 
focus of virtually every session. 

Our keynote speaker, Dr. Ebony Green, will set the tone with a talk entitled, 
“Building Bridges and Breaking Barriers on the Journey from Equality to Equity.” 
Dr. Green comes to us from Newburgh, N.Y., where she serves as the district’s 
first Executive Director of Equity and Access. In addition to her work in Newburgh, Dr. Green is nationally 
recognized as a leader in the field of equity and selected by the Southern Education Foundation to be a part 
of the Racial Equity Leadership Network to develop sustainable district structures that will shape the ways in 
which children receive an equitable educational experience. 

The nuances of what equity in practice looks like are pursued in a variety of ways in breakout sessions. The 
common thread is putting students — their strengths, their needs, their backgrounds, their ideas — at the 
center of every instructional choice. Interdisciplinary thematic sessions include a deep dive with Dr. Green 
into the culturally responsive classroom. Content sessions will explore strategies for making sure that 
students’ thinking and viewpoints are “center stage” in instruction. New this year, the second day of content 
sessions will feature interdisciplinary sessions to highlight the instructional strands that support inquiry-based 
approaches across the curriculum. Additionally, there will be plenty of time for school teams to evaluate 
successes and lessons learned and work to together on priorities for the coming school year.  

Together, building on the existing expertise and many successes of ISA school faculties, we will create and 
build new knowledge and instructional skills that are rooted in ISA’s seven research-based principles. We all 
know that students in the 21st century will need to be able to navigate, prepare and persist in a global society 
that requires everyone to be ready not only for postsecondary education but also to continually upgrade 
knowledge and skills throughout their careers and adult life. ISA’s goal is to increase the number of students 
who graduate career and college ready. 

ISA would like to thank the principals, teachers and coaches who have assisted in planning this year’s Summer 
Institute. The Summer Institute promises to be an exciting and inspiring experience with a variety of 
opportunities to share and acquire new expertise and shape plans for the next school year. 

We are excited to be collaborating with you. I believe, as I know you do, that all students deserve excellent 
and equitable schools. I am very proud to be part of a team striving to make that vision a reality. 

With warmest regards, 

Stephanie Wood-Garnett, Ed.D. 
President, ISA 
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Our Keynote Speaker 
 

Dr. Ebony Green  
Executive Director of Equity and Access, 

Newburgh Enlarged City School District 

 

Dr. Ebony I. Green is a pioneer in creating systemic equitable 
outcomes for underrepresented students, namely children of 
color, at risk, and/or transgendered.  Dr. Green was tasked in 
early 2017, to lead the Department of Equity and Access which 
oversees both the equity as well as the social and emotional 
needs of the 11,000 students enrolled in the Newburgh Enlarged 
City School District.  As the district’s first Executive Director of 
Equity and Access, she was instrumental in developing an Equity 
Report Card and Fair Student Funding Formula which provided a 
baseline and leveraged resources to support the needs of 
students who have systemically been marginalized within the 
school district and greater society.   
 
In addition to her work in Newburgh, Dr. Ebony Green is the Chief Executive Officer of Cornerstone Equity 
Consultants, where she serves to enact global change in the practices and policies that impact 
underrepresented children all over the world.  To that end, she was nationally recognized as a leader in the 
field of equity and selected by the Southern Education Foundation to be a part of the Racial Equity 
Leadership Network to develop sustainable district structures that will shape the ways in which children 
receive an equitable educational experience. Additionally, she was selected to serve on Kerner Commission 
50th Anniversary: Education and the Path to One Nation, Indivisible panel in Washington, DC to discuss 
practical application of equity within her school district and its’ implications for students outcomes for 
underrepresented youth. She has authored numerous blogs relating to equity as a pillar of civil rights and 
how integrating equity within complex organizations must be in the forefront of impacting global change in 
education. 
 
Maintaining a firm commitment to teach and train the next generation of leaders, Dr. Ebony Green has 
taught as an adjunct professor at Mercy College, Pace University, and is currently serving at Bank Street 
College in New York City, where she has developed a graduate course to specifically examine the role of 
equity through the lens of racial, gender, and intellectual identity.    

Dr. Ebony Green, a teacher, principal, district leader and now nationally recognized champion for 
Equity, stands firm in her conviction even in the face of adversity to ensure that all children have a fighting 
chance to receive an equitable education. For more information please contact us at cequityconsulting.com 
 

 

 

 

https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/event/kerner-commission-50th-anniversary-education-and-path-one-nation-indivisible
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/event/kerner-commission-50th-anniversary-education-and-path-one-nation-indivisible
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Institute Agenda  
Tuesday, June 26, 2018* 
*For schools that registered for early arrival   
 

Time Session Location 

4 p.m. Registration Opens  Embassy Foyer  

4–9 p.m. Team Planning Time  Team Time Breakout Locations  

6–9 p.m. 
Check-in   

Enjoy hotel amenities 
Hotel Front Desk  

5–7 p.m. Dinner  Garden Dining Room  

 
Wednesday, June 27, 2018  
 

Time Session Location 

7–8:30 a.m. 
Registration  

(luggage storage available)  
Embassy Ballroom 

7–9 a.m. Coffee & Continental Breakfast* Embassy Ballroom 

9:15–10:15 a.m. 

Welcome & Announcements: 
Dr. Stephanie Wood-Garnett  

 
Keynote Speaker:  
Dr. Ebony Green  

 
Embassy Ballroom  

10:30–Noon 
Leadership Session  

Content-based Sessions 
Breakout Locations  

Noon–1 p.m. Lunch Buffet  Garden Dining Room  

1–3:15 p.m. Team Planning Time  Team Time Breakout Locations  

*Those who stayed overnight on Tuesday evening may have a hot breakfast in the Garden Dining Room. 
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3:30–5:30 p.m. 
Interdisciplinary Thematic 

Workshops  
Breakout Locations  

5:30 p.m.  
Check-in 

Enjoy hotel amenities  
Hotel Front Desk  

6–7p.m. Dinner Buffet  Garden Dining Room  

7–9 p.m.  
 

Reception  
 

Embassy Ballroom  

 

Thursday, June 28, 2018  

 

Time Session Location 

7–8:15 a.m. 
Hotel Check-out 

(luggage storage available)  
Hotel Front Desk  

7–8:15 a.m. Breakfast Buffet Garden Dining Room  

8:30–10:30 a.m. 
Leadership Session 

STEM & Humanities Sessions  
Breakout Locations 

10:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Team Planning Time  Team Time Breakout Locations  

12:15–1 p.m. Lunch Buffet    Garden Dining/Terrace  

1–1:30 p.m. Cross-School Celebration   Garden Dining Room 

1:45–3:30 p.m. Team Planning Time   Team Time Breakout Locations  
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Session Schedule   
  

Wednesday 10:30 – noon (Content Based-Sessions) 
 

Session Facilitator Location 

A Community of Thinkers: Eliciting and 
Responding to Students’ Mathematical 

Thinking 

Nate Dilworth, Audrey 
Federman and Corinne Cornibe 

Maple 

Complicating Texts: An Antidote for 
Fake Reading and Writer’s Block 

Carlton Jordan and Tanya 
Carneiro 

Oak 

Creating a Growth Mindset Culture in a 
Science Classroom through student 

agency 

Mariam Naraine-Zebrowski and 
Geneal Chichester 

Meadow 

Designing for Disciplinary Literacy, Self-
Regulation, and Independence in the 

Student-Centered Classroom 
Andy Del Calvo Sycamore 

For Teachers of Languages other than 
English 

Maritza Ramirez Seminar 

Leadership Session 
Jacqueline Ancess and  

Janet Price  
Terrace 

Growth Mindset: Maze Moments Dina Heisler Magnolia 
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Wednesday 3:30 – 5:30 pm (Interdisciplinary Sessions) 
 

Session Facilitator Location 

Actionable Feedback: Ongoing 
Conversations that Promote Deeper 

Learning 

Carlton Jordan and Josh 
Ginsberg 

Maple 

Exploring High Impact Strategies for 
Special Education and ELL students 

Dale Worsley Oak 

Messaging in Every Moment: Planning 
Shifts that Increase Student Motivation, 

Engagement, and Performance 
Alison Cohen Meadow 

Promoting Cultural Relevancy Dr. Ebony Green Terrace 

Portfolios and Assessments 
Audrey Federman and Joanna 

Dolgin 
Nassau 

Restorative practice and restorative 
circles in advisory 

Bronxdale Team Sycamore 

Student Self-Assessment: Putting 
Students in the Driver’s Seat in 
assessing their Own Progress 

Gaetana Petito, Priscilla 
Camacho and Karen Perez 

Suffolk 

 
 
 

Thursday 8:30 am – 10:30 am (STEM & Humanities Sessions) 
 

Session Facilitator Location 

Building a Purposeful Interdisciplinary 
Humanities Unit 

Terry Born and Laura Olivo Sycamore 

Branching out in STEM: Entry points in 
Science and Mathematics 

Nate Dilworth, Denise 
Mahfood and Mariam Naraine-

Zebrowski 
Maple 

Leadership Session Jacqueline Ancess  Terrace 

 

  



 Glen Cove ISA Summer Institute 2018                               Page 10 

Session Descriptions 
 

Content-based Sessions Day 1  
 
A Community of Thinkers: Eliciting and Responding to Students' Mathematical Thinking 
Facilitators: Nate Dilworth, Audrey Federman and Corinne Cornibe 
How do you know what your students know? And once you do, then what? This session will examine the 
various ways that student thinking about mathematics reveals and supports learning and understanding. 
During the session, we will focus on developing strategies to effectively elicit student thinking and then 
explore how teachers can respond to student thinking both in the moment and for future planning. By the 
end of the session, participants will: identify and share current practices for eliciting and responding to 
student thinking, learn additional strategies from fellow participants and facilitators’, and create next steps 
from adopting new strategies or building on existing strategies for the coming school year. 
 
Complicating Texts: An Antidote for Fake Reading and Writer’s Block  
Facilitators: Carlton Jordan and Tanya Carneiro 
In this interactive session, ELA teachers will explore the concept of fake reading and one viable reason it is so 
prevalent in our schools. They will learn how to complicate texts, a process of filling in gaps which occur in 
stories that marginalize characters of color by layering the central texts with short works to facilitate 
comprehension and provide a more complete picture of the character and/or conflict through rereading, 
small group discussion and writing. Participants will identify a work they will most likely teach in the coming 
year, deconstruct that work to identify gaps that promote fake reading and disinterest, and complicate the 
text in a way that tells a more complete story and pulls students into the reading, speaking and writing in an 
inquiry-based classroom. 
 
Creating a Growth Mindset Culture in a Science Classroom through Student Agency 
Facilitators: Mariam Naraine-Zebrowski and Geneal Chichester 
In this session, teachers will define and investigate the benefits of student agency. It will focus on how to 
create a growth mindset culture in a science classroom via student agency. Participants will be given the 
opportunity to design a three- to five-day unit plan that introduces students to the research and the benefits 
of growth mindset. Teachers will engage with a fellow science teacher who has spent the past school year 
creating a growth mindset culture though student agency. At the end of this session, teachers will: walk 
away having defined for themselves what student agency is, learn and hear about a first-hand experience of 
the process from a fellow teacher, and have the opportunity to design a unit plan to introduce growth 
mindset to students.  
 
Designing for Disciplinary Literacy, Self-Regulation, and Independence in the Student-centered Classroom 
Facilitator: Andy Del Calvo  
Social studies disciplinary practices such as sourcing, corroboration, contextualization and close reading 
provide our students not just skills to examine historical documents but with a critical approach to exploring 
our world more broadly. This workshop will delve into the "nitty-gritty" of supporting and engaging our 
learners in this essential disciplinary work, specifically focusing on instructional design that supports self-
regulation. We will examine how reading strategies, routines and instructional activities can be deliberately 
applied or engineered to develop student competencies and independence in these core social studies 
practices. Participants will have the opportunity to concentrate on applying evidence-based reading and 
self-regulation strategies to their curriculum or designing repeating weekly sequences that develop student 
independence and disciplinary skills amongst diverse learners.  
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Growth Mindset Session ~ Maze Moments 
Facilitator: Dina Heisler 
When we face a difficult challenge, how often do you give up and when do you persevere? This session will 
examine how we learn best through developing a growth mindset. Using a “maze moment” activity and 
others, we will study our own behaviors and afterwards, discuss how this applies to students both in and out 
of the classroom.  The hope is that participants will walk away with a foundational understanding of the 
connection between mindset and academic and Social/Emotional Learning performance, how to begin 
including and influencing a growth mindset for students and learn strategies to try both in and out of the 
classroom. 
 
For Teachers of Languages other than English 
Facilitator: Maritza Ramirez 
This workshop will focus on how World Languages can be incorporated with other content areas.  You will 
have the opportunity to work with your colleagues so you may be able to implement these similar practices 
in your school.  In addition, there will be electronic resources for you to utilize to assist you when creating 
these interdisciplinary units coupled with World Languages.   

 
Interdisciplinary Sessions 
 
Actionable Feedback: Ongoing Conversations that Promote Deeper Learning 
Facilitators: Carlton Jordan and Josh Ginsberg 
In this interactive session, social studies and English teachers will explore the difference between feedback 
and feedback that is actionable because it is clear, targeted, contains guidance and has an achievable goal 
for each subsequent draft. Participants will analyze a range of feedback samples, revise less-actionable 
feedback and practice providing feedback between drafts. Participants will also explore feedback and 
guidance strategies in the age of Google® Classroom and other platforms that make actionable feedback 
more efficient, immediate and doable. 

 
Exploring High Impact Strategies for Special Education and ELL students 
Facilitator: Dale Worsley  
What standard-based strategies have proven successful at scaffolding inclusive instruction for special 
education students? During this session, participants will share their own promising practices and explore 
those the presenter has found to have the highest impact on learning, including visual literacy, writing-to-
learn, patterned ways of reading and others. Participants will share promising practices from their 
classrooms, practice high-impact strategies that promote learning, reflect on what it takes to engage and 
support special education students in the inclusion classroom, and create action plans to implement new 
strategies in their classrooms. 

 
Messaging in Every Moment: Planning Shifts that Increase Student Motivation, Engagement and 
Performance 
Facilitator: Alison Cohen  
What is each moment of class messaging to students? At each step along the way, are there entry points 
that allow students of different ability levels to engage with the material and complete all tasks successfully? 
When it comes to building growth mindset in students and improving their performance, how we plan is one 
of the most crucial pieces of the puzzle. In this workshop, we’ll discuss and apply the “Messaging in Every 
Moment” planning tool, which describes key components of lesson planning that lead to increased student 
motivation, engagement and performance. Get ready to analyze a sample lesson, experiment with a 
planning technique grounded in motivational psychology and participate in several other activities that 
reveal the connection between strategic planning strategies, student psychology and performance. 
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Promoting Cultural Relevancy  
Facilitator: Dr. Ebony Green 
This discussion will focus on culturally responsive teaching and learning which takes into consideration all of 
the learners in the classroom toward increasing the probability that the learner will see why and how 
learning is relevant to his/her life. Through the lens of equity, self-efficacy and cultural relevance, we will 
explore the following concepts: self-Identity, self-image, self-esteem, self-discipline, self-respect and self-
actualization. Additionally, we will seek to explore the following: an expanded definition of cultural 
relevancy, what does cultural relevancy look like in practice, and connecting student agency and putting 
students into the driver seat (promoting the equity of voice).  

 
Portfolios and Assessments  
Facilitators: Audrey Federman and Joanna Dolgin 
Portfolios serve as a system of authentic assessments that track specific skills and nurture a culture of 
revision. The portfolio provides a structure for students and teachers to consider the connections between 
assignments and development of skills over an entire year. With a focus on implementation, the session will 
include celebrating successes and work-shopping problems of practice. Participants will leave with: 
reflections and revisions on their portfolio systems; a plan for implementation in Year 2; and insight into 
how other schools and teachers methods and philosophies support portfolios. Those interested in trying this 
process for the first time should feel free to join us to hear about implementation from their colleagues.  

 

Restorative Practice and Restorative Circles in Advisory  

Facilitators: Bronxdale High School Team  
For many urban schools, zero tolerance discipline policies only serve to increase the opportunity gap for our 
students of color. These structures have a tendency to marginalize learners, damage school-family relations, 
and create a culture of compliance and fear. In this workshop, participants will have an opportunity to hear 
from the staff at Bronxdale High School about how they have, over time, created an approach to advisory 
that strengthens school culture and in particular how they have used restorative practices including 
restorative circles, at the advisory and school level. Participants will get a firsthand account of the school’s 
implementation story, hear about both the challenges and the successes, and reflect on ways they could 
implement restorative circles and other restorative practices at their own schools.  
 

Student Self-Assessment: Putting Students in the Driver’s Seat in assessing their Own Progress 

Facilitators: Gaetana Petito, Priscilla Camacho and Karen Perez 
In striving to empower and engage its students in their own learning, Innovation High School has instituted 
consistent student self-assessment practices across the curriculum. In every class, students have regular 
opportunities to assess themselves on a scale from “experts” to “novices” and choose the group, station or 
other learning opportunity that they believe best suits their current need. Innovation faculty will describe 
why and how they created this robust self-assessment system and how it has benefited students, leading to 
more student buy-in, more targeted student support and higher achievement levels. Participants will have 
the opportunity to begin planning their own student self-assessment system for their class, grade or 
department.    
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STEM & Humanities Content Sessions — Day 2  
 
Building a Purposeful Interdisciplinary Humanities Unit 
Facilitators: Terry Born and Laura Olivo  
This workshop is designed to focus ELA/social studies collaborations around purposeful and authentic 
essential questions. Teachers will examine why they are collaborating, what common theme/thread unites 
the unit and deepens the Inquiry, and what building blocks can lead to rigorous, high quality, engaging 
Projects. Presenters will model a unit linking Russian Revolution/Animal Farm and participants will create 
their own using a template. 
 

Branching Out in STEM: Entry Points in Science and Mathematics 
Facilitators: Nate Dilworth, Denise Mahfood and Mariam Naraine-Zebrowski  
In this session, teachers will explore identifying science, math, engineering and technology components. 
Through an inquiry-based STEM experience and artifacts, participants will identify the overlap between 
math and science skills and concepts. If available, participants will partner with their science or mathematics 
counterpart to create or adapt a STEM experience/unit. Teachers will be given the opportunity to get and 
receive feedback from the group. By the end of the session, the hope is that teachers will: have a working 
definition of STEM, will engage in an inquiry-based STEM task, and create an outline for a STEM activity or 
collaboration that aligns with math and science standards and state assessments.  
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Team Time Room Assignments 
 

School Name Meeting Room 

Academy for Young Writers Elm 

Ben Franklin IT Birch 

Bronx Aerospace Seminar 

Bronx Envision Forum 

Bronx Labs High School Magnolia 

Bronxdale High School Terrace 

Brooklyn Prep Meadow 

Gotham Collaborative Maple 

Hudson High School for Learning Technologies Oak 

Innovation High School Nassau 

Integrated Arts and Technology High School Linden 

Jill Chafeitz Forum 

Manhattan Business Academy Suffolk 

North Community High School Poplar 

Shabazz High School Sycamore 

Victory Collegiate Library 
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Facilitator Biographies 
 

Terry Born  
Terry Born brought her 30+ years of experience to ISA in 2003. She is an expert in leadership, literacy, 
curriculum design, collaborative learning and arts in education. Born was an English teacher, theater and 
photography teacher, and has also served in the following roles: founding principal, Robert F. Wagner Jr. 
Secondary School of Arts and Technology; Faculty, Bank Street Principal’s Institute; Adjunct Faculty/College 
Now: LaGuardia Community College; professional developer, Middle College National Consortium.  

 
Andy del Calvo  
Andrew del Calvo (AdC) is the Social Studies Department Chair at Harvest Collegiate 
High School, an unscreened public high school in New York City. AdC’s practice 
centers on disciplinary literacy, developing students’ historical thinking capacities 
through engaging routines, instructional activities, and targeted reading and writing 
interventions. His thematically focused classes address critical disciplinary questions 
around human rights, revolutions and colonialism. AdC graduated with honors in 
history from Bowdoin College in Maine, and received a master’s in social studies 
education from Teachers College, Columbia University.  

 
Priscilla Camacho  
Priscilla Camacho is the founding Mathematics teacher at Innovation High School 
in Jersey City, New Jersey, where she has been teaching for four years. Priscilla 
studied Mathematics at Montclair State University where she also completed a 
Dual Certification in Master of Arts in Teaching Mathematics and Teacher of 
Students with Disabilities with a focus on Inclusive iSTeM Education.  It was during 
her graduate school years when she developed a passion for an integrated and 
inquiry based learning environment. Priscilla has a good rapport with students and 
her colleagues; last year she was voted Innovation HS Teacher of the Year.  
 

Tanya Carneiro  
This is Tanya Carneiro’s first year at Innovation High School and sixth year teaching 
within the Jersey City public school system. As a product of the same urban school 
system she teaches in, Carneiro’s passion lies in helping her students attain and 
appraise all opportunities regardless of their socio-economic or racial background. 
Upon entering Rutgers Graduate School of Education, Tanya became an Urban 
Teaching Fellow where she worked with high school students from Perth Amboy 
on Youth in Action projects. Currently, Carneiro is an English teacher with 
experience teaching American and British literature. She also works closely with Hudson County Community 
College teaching a speech course where she integrates everyday practices and strategies for young adults to 
overcome the fear of public speaking while adequately and effectively voicing themselves.  
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Geneal Chichester  
Geneal Chichester is a third-year science teacher at Bronxdale High School. She 
earned her B.S. in biochemistry, a B.A. in Studio Arts at Binghamton University and 
a M.A.T. in High School Chemistry from Relay Graduate School of Education. In 
addition to working with her ISA coach to develop an inquiry- based chemistry 
curriculum, Geneal collaborates with the earth science teacher to develop and 
implement a three-year science research program. Geneal focuses on student 
agency and advocacy in both her classes by creating opportunities for students’ 
choice and for student voice.   
 

Alison Cohen 
Alison Cohen joined ISA in 2015 and is thrilled to be coaching at several ISA schools. 
She is the product of an urban public school system herself (D.C. public schools) and 
her experiences as a student made her passionate about working toward a more just 
educational system that meets all students’ needs regardless of background. Alison 
has spent more than a decade playing a variety of different roles in public middle and 
high schools. She has worked as a teacher (English, literacy, ESOL/ENL, and special 
education), school mindfulness program director, student teacher supervisor, 
teacher advice columnist and coach.  
 

Corinne Cornibe  
Corinne started teaching in 2008 as a Math for America Fellow after 
leaving a career in architecture. She has been working at the Academy for Young 
Writers in East New York, Brooklyn, for nine years. In that time, Corinne has taught 
geometry, algebra Regents Prep, and started an Advanced Placement® computer 
science and robotics program. Corinne is a Math for America Master Teacher, a 
lead facilitator with the Knowles Academy and a 2017 Big Apple Fellow. 

 
Nate Dilworth 
Since 2010, Nathan Dilworth has worked with math teachers in ISA schools to 
create intellectually engaging math curriculum. Dilworth assists math departments 
in curriculum development, supports math teachers with lesson planning and 
works with students in classrooms to create a team of people engaged in math. 
Prior to joining ISA, Dilworth taught math in the New York City public school 
system. As the Head of Department in a small school in the South Bronx, Dilworth 
used his love of math and background in engineering to bring math to life for his 
students. Dilworth holds a B.S. in Electrical Engineering and an M.A. in Secondary 
Math Education.  

 

Joanna Dolgin 
Joanna Dolgin has been an English teacher at East Side Community High School for 
over 10 years where she developed thematic courses that allow multiple 
opportunities for students to create, revise and defend work for their English 
portfolio. She is the coauthor of Authentic Assessment for the English Classroom 
(NCTE 2010). She has also worked as a literacy coach for the New York Performance 
Standards Consortium supporting teachers with inquiry methods and authentic 
assessments.  

 



 Glen Cove ISA Summer Institute 2018                               Page 17 

Audrey Federman  
Audrey began teaching as a founding math teacher at Bushwick School for Social 
Justice, an ISA school. Audrey then taught at East Side Community High School 
for nine years, where she honed her problem solving-based approach to high-
level math. During this time, she focused on creating portfolio projects and 
systems that demonstrate students’ mastery of mathematical content and 
process strands. She is currently a math coach for ISA and a Ph.D. candidate in 
math education at Teachers College. 

 
Josh Ginsberg 

Josh Ginsberg is a teacher of English language arts at Bronxdale High School, 
where he teaches 12th-grade English, Advanced Placement literature and 
Thinking Critically about Hip Hop. Ginsberg feels most at home sitting among 
students as they lead discussion on texts and topics that they've selected for 
themselves, and engaging in those conversations as an equal. He believes that 
education works best when students identify their own areas of interest, and 
learn to explore their interests intellectually. Ginsberg balances his work with 
high school seniors with nights teaching freshman composition and introductory 
literature courses to college freshmen at CUNY, Hunter College.  

 
Dina Heisler 
Dina Heisler’s career has included teaching interdisciplinary social studies and ELA 
at International HS at LaGuardia, as well as leadership roles as a founding 
principal of Pablo Neruda Academy, network achievement coach, and adjunct for 
the Principals Institute at the Bank Street School of Education. Her areas of 
expertise include supervision, humanities curriculum, growth mindset 
applications, restorative justice, internship, social and emotional learning, ESL, 
and Webquests. Dina has been a leadership and content coach with ISA for 7 
years. 
 

Carlton Jordan 

Carlton Jordan has more than 20 years of experience in education. He was a 
high school English and writing teacher for many years, served as a coordinator 
of a ninth-grade de-tracked English course, and was a founding faculty member 
of an untracked middle school in New Jersey. He also has taught Africana 
studies and EOP writing at the college level, served as a literacy and leadership 
coach and as a team leader and writer for school quality reviews. Jordan feels 
his greatest coaching accomplishment has been helping principals create an 
environment where teachers deliver quality instruction and assign writing 
across the disciplines.  
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Denise Mahfood  
Denise Mahfood joined ISA in 2013. Her decade of experience in the sciences and 
education provides a strong foundation for her ISA coaching. Her coaching 
approach encourages authentic questions, supports high skill levels, inquiry into 
social issues and creative thinking. Denise’s areas of expertise: curriculum 
development; physical, life, and earth sciences; and science professional 
development for teachers. Denise completed her doctoral studies in science 
education at Teachers College. 
 

Mariam Naraine-Zebrowski  
With over 10 years as a New York City educator, Mariam Naraine-Zebrowski joined 
ISA in 2012 as a Science Coach. During her time with the Department of Education, 
she taught high school living environment, earth science and chemistry. At the 
then-new Manhattan Hunter Science High School, Mariam was responsible for 
developing the Science Department, including mapping out its four-year science 
sequence and also designing a school-wide science research program.  

Mariam focuses on science education through inquiry- and project-based learning. 
During individual coaching sessions, Mariam’s main goal is to help teachers shift their teaching practices 
from a teacher-centered classroom to more student-centered experiences.  

 
Laura Olivo  
Laura Olivo is a Global History Teacher at Benjamin Franklin High School for Finance 
and Information Technology. She has a degree in social studies education 7–12 and 
her master’s degree in special education. She has been a teacher for the past six 
years in the New York City school system.  

 
 
 
Karen Perez  
Karen Perez received her bachelor’s degree from Rutgers University in 2010 with a 
joint major in history and political science. After working in banking for many 
years, Ms. Perez changed her professional direction from banking to education, 
and perused a degree in secondary social studies education from Monmouth 
University in 2014. This is Ms. Perez’s second year working with ISA at Innovation 
High School, and despite not particularly liking her job in banking, is loving the 
opportunity of teaching financial literacy and Advanced Placement economics to 
high school students and has truly grown into a finance nerd. She is currently 
employing a flipped instructional approach in her classes, and uses a discussion-
based approach in order to make content meaningful to her students.  
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Gaetana Petito 
Gaetana Petito is a product of the Jersey City public schools district where she has 
been teaching for four years now. After graduating from McNair Academic High 
School, Gaetana went on to study at Montclair State University (MSU). While at 
MSU, she studied English education and minored in the classics, graduating in May 
2014. Gaetana has had a lifelong passion for literature and has wanted to be a 
teacher from a very young age. She feels fortunate and is honored to be able to 
work in the community not only where she grew up, but one which has always felt 
like home. In September, Gaetana will be starting her second year teaching at 
Innovation High School where she is excited to continue integrating and 
incorporating new ways of teaching learned through ISA to her freshmen students. 

 
Dale Worsley  
Dale is a consultant in literacy, curricular planning and school design who has 
worked with many public school districts and arts organizations, including Teachers 
& Writers Collaborative, the Academy of American Poets, Expeditionary Learning 
Outward Bound, Harvard’s Project Zero and the Education Alliance at Brown 
University. Dale taught creative writing in the School of the Arts at Columbia 
University for 18 years. 
 
 
 
 

General Institute Information 
Institute Information  
An ISA Summer Institute information table will be open daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. during the Institute. The 
first general session of the ISA Summer Leadership Institute begins promptly at 9 a.m. on Thursday,  
 

Conference Attire  
“Business casual” is recommended for all sessions and meals. Dress in layers, as temperatures may vary in 
the meeting rooms. 
 

Summer Institute Etiquette  
Please be considerate of other participants by turning cell phones off or setting them to vibrate during 
sessions. Arrive on time and stay for the entire session. Take all of your belongings with you at the end of 
each session and dispose of any materials you no longer need.  
 

Hotel Registration  
Guest rooms will be available at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 27 prior to dinner and a reception which will 

begin at 7 p.m. (Guest rooms will be available at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, June 26, if your school is planning on 

coming.). All Institute attendees will be required to provide a credit card for incidental charges. Your room 

and tax will not be charged to this card, as your Summer Institute fees include your room charges. Check-out 

time is Thursday, June 28, before 8:15 a.m. Luggage storage is available both the first and last day of the 

Institute in the Terrace Room. 
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