
Setting the Stage for 
High Performance
Carver School of the Arts

Making the Commitment to Academic  
and Artistic Excellence
The Carver School of the Arts’ (SOTA) stated mission is to infuse academic rigor 
with artistic excellence. Utilizing an interdisciplinary approach, students create, 
perform, produce, and promote music, visual arts, drama and dance. Academic 
work provides a foundation for higher education, professional opportunities, and 
lifelong learning in the arts. The course of study includes college preparatory 
classes and projects that integrate arts and the core academic subjects.

Preserving the Past
In 2005, George Washington Carver Comprehensive High School in Atlanta, 
Georgia, was on the verge of closing its doors. The school was struggling with 
low attendance and graduation rates, weak enrollment, and a culture in turmoil. 
Needing to address the issues, but not wanting to close a school with such 
significant historical and community ties, the district formed a task force to identify 
solutions used successfully by underperforming schools in similar situations. 

The team traveled to New York City to visit a school that was partnered with the 
Institute for Student Achievement (ISA), an organization committed to creating  
schools that prepare all students for college success. After observing the ISA model  
and the impact of its results, the team from Atlanta selected ISA to partner with them  
in the development and implementation of a plan to re-imagine and redesign Carver.

Fortifying the Future
Working collaboratively, ISA consulted with the Atlanta city school district to 
consolidate previously enrolled students in grades 10 -12 into a Senior Academy  
focused on college and career readiness. Simultaneous to that, the team developed  
three autonomous theme-based high schools - The School of Technology,  
The School of the Arts, and The School of Health Science and Research. While 
housed on the same campus, the schools were developed with individual student 
populations, faculty, and focus enabling students to choose a distinct area of 
interest while providing a high level of personalization. For the next four years, 
ISA coaches worked with school faculty to create a positive culture and implement 
a school design framework based on ISA’s seven principles for excellence. 

Currently in their 9th year of operation, US News and World Report ranks 
the schools at Carver as top performing Atlanta public high schools. 

Selected Honors
US News & World Report 
America’s Best High Schools

Atlanta Magazine                              
20 Best Public High Schools

State of Georgia                           
Title 1 Distinguished  
School Award

State of Georgia               
Governor’s Office of  
Student Achievement

CASE STUDY

“ISA coached us through the 
development of our mission,  
vision, and organizational  
structure. They helped us to 
establish the curriculum for our  
first class of 9th graders. Together 
we created something unique for  
the youth of Atlanta - a school that 
pairs rigorous academic pursuit 
with excellence in the arts.”  

 — Dr. Marvin Pryor, Principal,  
 Carver School of the Arts



Excellence in the Arts
At The Carver School of the Arts (SOTA) rigorous inquiry-based learning 
is equal in importance to deep exploration of the arts. The dual focus 
on academic and artistic endeavor creates a unique environment where 
students are encouraged to aspire for excellence and then instructed on 
how to achieve those aspirations through diligence and hard work.

Both standard and unique art offerings are provided, including dance,  
drama, band, chorus, digital arts and musical technology. SOTA also 
offers one of the three harp programs in the country and is partnered 
with the Atlanta Symphony and Atlanta Ballet. After-school programs 
such as the school newspaper, fashion design, broadcast journalism and 
African dance offer extended opportunities for student enrichment. 

SOTA students are provided with the skills they need to be successful in  
college and career through a challenging college preparatory curriculum. 
ISA’s Distributed Counseling model pairs students with dedicated faculty 
advisors who establish caring, trusting relationships with students, focusing 
on their academic, social and emotional needs. The advisory program 
serves as a safety net so that no student falls through the cracks. Parental 
involvement programs foster a strong sense of community. 

Sharing Success
SOTA’s graduation rate has been over 97%. Graduates of SOTA have attended  
such colleges as Baird, Holy Cross, Penn State, Spelman College, Morehouse  
College, Howard University, Fisk University, Tuskegee University, Florida A&M 
University, Tennessee State, South Carolina State University, Savannah State 
University, Bethune Cookman University, Benedict College, Miles College, Alabama 
State University, Jackson State University, Norfolk State University, Xavier University, 
Dillard University, Voorhees College, and Clark Atlanta University. US News and 
World Report has recognized SOTA in their Best High Schools in Georgia ranking.

“ It is our belief that all students can 
achieve at high levels if afforded 
intentional support.” 

 — Dr. Marvin Pryor, Principal   
 Carver School of the Arts

Contact ISA
Corporate Headquarters 
One Old Country Road, Suite 250 
Carle Place, NY 11514 
(516) 812-6700

www.studentachievement.org 
email info@isa-ed.ets.org
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About ISA 
The Institute for Student Achievement 
(ISA) partners with schools and districts 
to transform public high schools so 
that students who are traditionally 
underserved and underperforming 
graduate prepared for success in 
college. Through a close partnership, 
ISA provides the organizational and 
professional development supports 
that schools, principals, and teachers 
need to succeed, giving students the 
opportunity to learn, grow, and achieve 
to their fullest potential.  

About Carver School of the Arts 
Carver School of the Arts’ mission is 
to infuse academic rigor with artistic 
excellence.  Through an interdisciplinary 
approach, students will experience 
learning through theory and practice 
with real world opportunities for 
application.  The instructional outcomes 
will enable students to make informed 
decisions for post-secondary success


